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Call to Order and Flag Salute at 3:30 pm by Mayor Serio. 

 

Council in Attendance:  Serio, Bunting, Langan, Weistling, Carmean, Tingle and Smallwood 

Absent: None 

 

Service Award – Mayor Serio presented James Purnell, Public Works Department, a 5-year Service Award and thanked 

him for his hard work on behalf of the town. 

 

President’s Report 

• Mayor Serio reported that, as Chair of the Park Task Force, she has had meetings with all concerned in the 

planning and construction on the new park. The work will begin with the construction of a kayak launch and a 

path toward the street. Once preliminary sketches have been reviewed, the project will be put out for bid. The 

committee will meet later to review plans for the remainder of the park. The Town Manager is applying for a 

State of Delaware grant to plant trees. Funding may be available to construct a sidewalk along the park. 

 

Topics for Discussion and Possible Action 

a. Fenwick Island Fishing Club Tournament October 6, 2012 – John Belian requested Council’s approval to allow a 

vehicle on the beach between Lewes and Farmington Streets for the tournament. 

Motion to approve – Council Member Langan 

Second – Council Member Carmean 

DISCUSSION – None 

Vote: All in favor (7-0) 

 

b. Resolution #56-2012 Amending the Fenwick Island Lifeguard Manual – Mayor Serio explained that some 

discrepancies exist between the manual and actual practice. 

DISCUSSION - Lifeguard Captain Ferry explained that the nature of the job and weather often don’t allow for a 

strict lunch break schedule and that the lifeguard day is 7.75 hours long. The change proposed will allow for at 

least 30 minutes for a lunch break. Mayor Serio advised that the Council will review the policy and discuss it 

more fully in the future.  

 

c. Resolution #57-2012 Collection of Late Fees and Delinquent Penalties – Mayor Serio asked Council to approve 

the resolution as written. 

Motion to approve – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

DISCUSSION – Mayor Serio advised that the Resolution is necessary according to the Town Charter in order to 

collect the late/collection fees. 

Vote: All in favor (7-0) 

 

d. Removal of Fines from Each Section of Town Ordinance and Moving to Town Fee Schedule – Council Member 

Weistling 

Motion to approve – Council Member Carmean 

Second – Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION – Council Member Weistling advised that it is easier to pass an annual blanket document than it is 

to review annually each section and to take the proposed changes through the First/Second Reading process. 

Building Official Pat Schuchman advised that there will be a specific section in the ordinance to supersede the 

fines listed individually at the end of each chapter. Town Manager Burke noted that a simple fee schedule is 

easy for staff to administer and for judges to make rulings. Council Member Weistling will take the proposed 

change to the Town Solicitor for an opinion and that she the Chief of Police  might possibly speak with the Chief 

Magistrate about suggested wording. 

Vote: (0-7) motion failed. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of June 22, 2012 Meeting - Council Member Weistling 
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Second - Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION – None 

Vote: All in favor to accept the minutes (7-0) 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Council Member Bunting advised the Town is still under budget and might have a surplus. 

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report – Council Member Tingle 

Second – Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION - None 

Vote:  All in favor to accept the Treasurer’s report (7-0) 

 

Town Manager Report: 

Town Manager Burke reported that: 

• The Cannon Street Park is in the design phase and plans are being evaluated. A fence will be constructed 

around the basketball court. 

• The Town Manager and the Public Works Department staff will have a quarterly safety meeting on August 10, 

2012. A representative from The University of Delaware will talk with them about traffic safety. 

• He will meet with Landmark Engineering to discuss sidewalks for the park. Municipal Street Aid funds are 

available for the project. 

• Renovations in Town Hall are in process. 

• The Town has received a $15,000 grant from Sussex County Council to help defray the cost of providing 

lifeguard service to the State beaches. 

• As a result of a meeting with DEMA regarding hazard mitigation grants, the Town Manager would like to 

explore grant opportunities for mobile fuel tanks. 

Motion to explore grant opportunities – Council Member Bunting 

Second – Council Member Langan 

Vote: All in favor (7-0) 

 

Department Reports: 

• Building Official – Patricia Schuchman advised that her report is in included in the meeting packet. 

o She issued 16 Outside Contractor licenses, 6 Rental licenses and 6 resident merchant licenses.  

o Twenty seven properties have been reassessed for an increase of $323,517 in assessed value and 

$6212 increase in taxes. 

• Public Works – Bryan Reed advised that his report is included in meeting packet.  

o The Public Works Department is busy with the Town Hall renovation. 

o Two additional dog waste boxes will be installed. These will be on the bay side. 

o The gazebo in the Town Park has been repaired; the shuffleboard courts are being refurbished. 

o The damaged Path Mats on Farmington Street beach crossover have been removed. 

• Fenwick Island Beach Patrol – Captain Time Tim  Ferry reported that his report is included in the Council packet. 

o Since his printed report, the patrol has effected 76 rescues, found 2 lost children, responded to 2 

medical emergencies and used the ATV/wheelchair for transport 25 times. 

o Mayor Serio advised that the Bethany-Fenwick Chamber of Commerce will sponsor their Annual 

Outstanding Lifeguard Awards; Andrew Majewski is the Fenwick Island Beach Patrol Lifeguard of the 

Year. The Chamber of Commerce also awards an annual appropriation to The Town to help with the 

cost of extending the season beyond Labor Day. 

• Police Department – Chief Boyden reported that in addition to his report (included in Council booklet) the 

officers have begun bike patrols. Several communities are experiencing thefts from vehicles, especially cell 

phones and other electronic devises. Please lock you car. 

 

Committee Reports: 

• Beach Committee –Council Member Gene Langan reported that the annual bonfire was a success and raised 

$5800. He thanked all those involved for helping to make this annual event a success. 
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• Environmental Committee – Chair Mary Ellen Langan reported that the additional dog waste containers will be 

placed on Schulz Road. The committee is working with PNC Bank to tie an Environmental Committee activity in 

with their shred day in September. The committee also is exploring a smoking ban on the beach. 

 

Planning Commission:  Report included in the booklet. Town Clerk Agnes DiPietrantonio reported that the Commission 

has received the PLUS Review Committee’s comments and will review at their next meeting. 

 

Charter & Ordinance 

 

• Proposed First Reading Chapter 160-6A(9)(B) Zoning (Fences) – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling motioned that Council accept the proposed First Reading (copy attached to these minutes) 

Second – Council Member Carmean 

DISCUSSION – None 

VOTE: All in favor (7-0) 

 

• Proposed First Reading Chapter 100 – Licensing – Council Member Weistling 

Council member Weistling motioned that Council accept the proposed First Reading (copy attached to these minutes) 

Second – Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION 

Council member Weistling advised that this change replaced the existing in its entirety. A separate “Declaration of 

Property Status” is included and fines have been changed. Town Manager Burke noted that this will help The Town to 

better track those properties that are rented. Building Official Schuchman advised that The Town may not issue a rental 

license nor parking permits to those who fail to return the form. Council Member Weistling added that the form is not 

a part of the Ordinance change and it can be modified without Council approval. 

VOTE: All in favor (7-0) 

 

• Proposed First Reading Chapter 112 – Parking – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling motioned that Council accept the proposed First Reading (copy attached to these minutes) 

Second – Council Member Carmean 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that the change has been modeled after one in use by South Bethany. It will provide 

added incentive to complete and return forms. 

Vote: All in favor (7-0) 

 

Old Business 

Council  Member Tingle asked that Council consider purchasing additional Mobi Mats to complete all crossovers in the 

event that there is a large enough surplus left in the FY12 Budget. Mayor Serio asked that the Town Manager get firm 

figures and the matter will be resolved at the next regular Council meeting. Town Manager Burke advised that the Path 

Mats on Farmington Street are for testing and may be offered to The Town at a discount. He estimated it might cost up 

to $25,000 to complete mats on James, Farmington and Essex Streets. 

 

New Business – No Action to be Taken 

Council Member Weistling researched other communities and their policies regarding beach concessions. He asked 

Council to review the information for possible consideration in the future. 

 

Public Participation: 

• Ben Waide (2 W Dagsboro St) – congratulated The Town on its success in collecting taxes 

• Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) – asked if there has been any further action regarding naming the new Cannon 

Street Park after Mary Pat Kyle. She also asked Council to verify that CPL Schuyler’s disability is service related 

(yes) and noted that beach concession might make up for some lost parking permit revenue. 

• Council Member Smallwood asked if there have been any complaints about the movies on the beach (no). 
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• Public Works Supervisor Reed advised that, although you do not need to be certified for herbicide application, 

the Public Works Department will be taking classes for certification. They also will attend a 10-hour OSHA class 

sponsored by the T2 Center. 

 

Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

Mayor Serio announced all upcoming meetings and events. The Barefoot Gardeners will have a Flower Show at St. 

Matthew’s-by-the-Sea on August 17, 2012 from noon to 3:00 PM. Mary Ellen Langan advised that the Environmental 

Committee will meet on August 9, 2012 at 2:30 PM. 

 

Motion to adjourn – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Langan 

Meeting adjourned at 4:55 PM. 

 

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 

for Diane Tingle, Secretary  
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